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explanations exchanged between us, relating to the Buenaventura in- 
cident, and before signing the protocol for the settlement of the other 
questions pending between our two countries, has been pleased, con- 
formably to his instructions, to repeat the assurance that any infringe- 
ment upon the treaties in force or upon the territorial sovereignty of 
Colombia would be considered as altogether contrary to the orders and 
intentions of the King's government. 

I am also authorized to declare that the Colombian Government 
has full confidence in the uprightness of his majesty's government in 
the decision that may be rendered by the competent authorities of 
Italy upon the acts of Captain Cobianchi, who, in conformity with the 
regulations in force, should place before the superior naval council every 
information concerning his cruise while commanding the Flavio Gioia. 
It is understood that the King's government, in accordance with the 
request made by Colombia, agrees also to lay before said superior court 
the documents which form the basis of the Republic's complaints against 
that officer of your navy. 

Be pleased, etc., etc., 

F. de P. Mateus. 



PROTOCOL BETWEEN COLOMBIA AND ITALY ESTABLISHING THE BASIS 
FOR THE ADJUSTMENT OF THE CERRUTI CLAIM 

Paris, May 24, 1886 

The Governments of Italy and of Colombia, having settled by means 
of diplomatic notes the questions pending between the two countries 
which were not to be included in the friendly mediation offered by the 
Government of his Catholic Majesty, and desiring, as regards the other 
questions, to establish clearly, precisely, and positively the bases for 
said mediations: 

H. E. General Count de Menabrea, Marquis de Val Dora, ambassador 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of H. M. the King of Italy 
near the Government of the French Republic, of the one part, and H. E. 
Don F. de P. Mateus, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of Colombia near the Government of the French Republic, of the other 
part thereunto duly authorized, have signed ad referendum the present 
protocol to be submitted immediately after approval by their govern- 
ments, to the Government of his C. Majesty. 
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1. Immediately after the approval of this protocol, the Government 
of the Republic of Colombia shall restore to the Italian subject Mr. E. 
Cerruti, or to his representatives, the real estate belonging to him, 
situated on the territory of said Republic, which was seized by the 
authorities of the State of Cauca, or by any other authorities of the 
Colombian nation, during the last civil war. 

2. Every other claim whatsoever, actually pending between the 
Government of H. M. the King of Italy and the Government of Colom- 
bia, in the behalf of said Cerruti or of other Italian subjects, remain 
subject to the mediation of the Government of H. C. Majesty, before 
which the two governments shall produce their respective proofs and 
documents. 

The principal questions to be decided by the mediator are as follows: 

Did the said Cerruti, or any other Italian subjects, lose in Colombia 
their condition of neutral aliens, Yes or No? 

Did they lose the rights, prerogatives, and privileges granted to aliens 
by ordinary law and the laws of Colombia, Yes or No? 

Must Colombia pay an indemnity to said Cerruti or to any other 
Italian subjects, Yes or No? 

3. Should it result from said mediation that Colombia must pay in- 
demnities, the amount of these indemnities, as well as the manner, terms, 
and guaranties of payment, shall form the object of an arbitral judgment, 
without any appeal or reservation whatsoever, which the two govern- 
ments agree, from this date, to defer to a mixed commission, to be com- 
posed of the following members: The representative of Italy at Bogota, 
a delegate of the Colombian Government, and the representative of 
Spain at Bogota. The work of the mixed commission shall terminate 
within six* months after notification given by the Spanish Govern- 
ment of its conclusions to the representatives of the two parties at 
Madrid. 

That said mixed commission shall have the duty of deciding, in case 
a question should arise, as to the extent of the real estate belonging to 
M. Cerruti, which, in conformity with article first, shall be restored to 
him to the full extent which it had at the time of the seizure. 

4. Save the conclusions of the mediation, whatever they may be, 
it is expressly understood that M. Cerruti shall never be molested in the 
future, or in any way interfered with on account of any act he may be 
accused of having committed up to the date of the present protocol. 

* Extended to eleven months by additional article signed August 25, 1886. 
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5. Diplomatic and friendly relations will be resumed on the day that 
the present protocol shall be approved by the two governments. The 
Government of Colombia shall, as soon as possible, accredit a repre- 
sentative near H. M. the King. Immediately after the approval of 
the present protocol, and as a pledge of the re-establishment of the 
friendly relations between the two countries, the King's government 
shall accredit anew a representative of his majesty in Colombia. That 
official shall go to Bogota on board a vessel of the royal navy, and on 
arriving at the port of Cartagena, after due notice being given, a salute 
of twenty-one guns, alternately, shall be exchanged between the vessel 
and the land batteries. 

6. The present protocol shall be submitted to the two governments 
for approval. The approval must be made known at the same time 
through their respective representatives at Paris, within three months 
or sooner if possible. 

Done at Paris, in duplicate, on the 24th of May, 1886. 

L. F. Menabrea. 
F. DE P. Mateus. 



PROTOCOL BETWEEN ITALY AND COLOMBIA FOR THE ARBITRATION OF THE 

CERRUTI CLAIM 

Signed at Rome, August 18, 1894 

The Government of the Kingdom of Italy and the Government of the 
Republic of Colombia, desiring to put an end to the subjects of dis- 
agreement between them, growing out of the claims of Sig. Ernesto 
Cerruti against the Government of Colombia for losses and damages to 
his property in the State (now Department) of Cauca, in the said repub- 
lic, during the political troubles of 1885, and desiring furthermore to 
make a just disposition of the said claims; 

His Excellency Baron Blanc, Minister of Foreign Affairs, of H. M. 
The King of Italy, on the one part; and Don Jose - Marcelino Hurtado, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic of 
Colombia to His Majesty the King of Italy on the other part, acting 
with due authority from their respective governments, have signed this 
protocol, subject to the approval of the Congress of Colombia to which 
it shall be submitted during the present session. 

The Government of Italy and the Government of Colombia agree to 



